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NORTHERN VALLEY

When 13-year-old Brittany told
her teacher that her father and uncle
were sexually abusing her, it set in
motion a series of actions that ulti-
mately resulted in Brittany being
placed in her paternal grandmoth-
er!s home. 

Unfortunately, this story, like
those of many abused children, does
not have a happy ending. Brittany!s
grandmother refused to believe her,
and the youngster could not go back
to living on the street (which she
had done previously with her moth-
er, who was a substance abuser), so
the child welfare system placed her
in a foster home. 

But, Brittany failed to adjust to
the foster home, and after a month,
she started missing school, hanging
out with delinquents and stealing.
Brittany had to be removed and
uprooted from a succession of foster
homes and schools many more
times, finally “aging out” of the sys-
tem. Brittany, like thousands of
other youngsters, was in dire need
of a loving family, mental stability
and a sense of permanency, but she
never found it.  

Last year in New Jersey,
approximately 12,000 abused and
neglected children lived in “out-of-
home placements.” They were
removed from their homes and
placed by the child welfare system
in foster homes, residential treat-
ment facilities or group homes. 

In Bergen County, there were a
total of 540 such cases last year.
Children are removed from their
homes when they are victims of
physical abuse, sexual abuse, neg-
lect or abandonment. Many of the
Bergen County children are
removed due to neglect from parents

who have substance abuse issues
and/or mental health issues or who
are homeless. 

CASA makes a difference
To these children, Court

Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) can make all the difference
in the world. Bergen County CASA,
a nonprofit organization based in
Hackensack, recruits, screens and
trains volunteers to become child
advocates and speak up for the best
interests of abused and neglected
children involved in the child wel-
fare and court systems and who are
living in out-of-home placements. 

CASA receives requests from
the family court judge to assign a
trained volunteer to a case. These
CASA advocates work toward find-
ing safe and permanent families and
homes for these children as quickly
as possible, so the children don!t
languish in the child welfare system.
Finding permanency for the chil-
dren may mean reunification with
their families or with other relatives
or being adopted. 

CASA!s mission is establishing
permanency, because there are last-
ing detrimental effects for children
who are moved from placement to
placement without permanent
homes of their own. 

Bergen County CASA Interim
Executive Director Dr. Lori Morris
noted, “Research has shown us that
children lose 6 months of education-
al ground each time they are moved
to a new placement. We are trying to
decrease multiple placements for
each child and the overall time in
out-of-home placements. If you

think of a child!s sense of time, one
night away from family can seem
like a long time, but days often turn
into months and months can turn
into years.” 

Many times, children have
been separated from their siblings,
and they may find themselves in a
new town, and attending a new
school.

On June 30, 2016, 303 Bergen
County children were living in out-
of-home placements. Over half of
these 303 youngsters have been
without a permanent home for 2 to 4
years, and 11 percent have been liv-
ing without a permanent home for 5
or more years. 

CASA volunteer Susan
Howard, who is a registered nurse
and has an interest in forensics,
remarked, “In Bergen County, we
live in a bubble. Many people are
not aware that abuse is happening in
our back yard.”

Morris added, “The greatest
number of abused or neglected chil-
dren that are taken away from their
homes fall in the newborn to 3-year-
old age range, and they are extreme-
ly vulnerable. On the other end, the
older children, aged 12 to 21, are
less likely to be adopted. But, they
never stop craving a permanent fam-
ily.” 

While the children remain in
foster care, CASA volunteers also
ensure that their medical, mental
health, educational and recreational
needs are being identified and serv-

ices are provided to meet their
needs. 

History of CASA
The first CASA program  was

started in Seattle in 1978 by Judge
David Soukup. He realized that he
was making far-reaching decisions
about the lives of children without
hearing from the unique perspec-
tive of the child. He decided to
train volunteers from the commu-
nity to independently investigate
the cases and make recommenda-
tions about what was in the best
interest of the child.

“As a judge, I had to make
tough decisions. I had to decide
whether to take a child from the
only home he!s ever known or
leave him somewhere he might
possibly be abused. I needed some-
one who could tell me what was
best for that child from the child!s
viewpoint. That!s what CASA
does,” a quote by Soukup states on
the CASA website.

This was so successful that it
became a national organization in
1982 and currently there are over
1,000 CASA programs throughout
the United States and over 76,000
CASA volunteers.

Bergen County CASA opened
its doors in 2003 at the request of
Judge Ellen Koblitz, presiding
judge of Bergen County!s Family
Court at the time, who recognized

Organization lends a voice to children
BY HILLARY VIDERS 
SPECIAL TO NORTHERN VALLEY PRESS

CASA advocates lend their voices to children in need. Volunteers go to court and speak on the child’s behalf.

Each CASA volunteer is assigned to a child’s case and advocates for the child
throughout the placement process.

New volunteers are needed to speak for vulnerable children in Bergen County.

See Organization on page 31!
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85, of Northvale, passed away on
Monday, March 13, 2017. Born in
Orcotuna, Junin, Peru, she came to
the United States in 1998, and set-

tled in North-
vale. Yolanda, a
h o m e m a k e r ,
was a member
of the Santa
Barbara Club in
Peru. Beloved
wife of the late
Jose Leon who

passed away in 2009. Devoted
mother of Fernando of Paterson,
and Lourdes Mosquera of North-
vale. Dear sister of Rosalia Pena
and Felicita Pena of Ohio, and the
late Juan Pena Julcapoma. Loving
grandmother of five grandchildren
and six great grandchildren. Visiting
and prayer services were held on
Saturday, March 18, 2017 at the
Shook Funeral Home, 639 Van
Houten Ave., Clifton. 

RICHARD H. 
PERRY

Richard H. Perry, 91, of Engle-
wood, passed away on Wednesday,
March 15, 2017. Beloved husband
of Laura S. Perry (nee Smith). He
leaves behind his daughters, grand-
children, great grandchildren and a
host of many loving family mem-

bers. Before
retiring, Richard
was a hospital
administrator for
various hospi-
tals. Arrange-
ments were han-
dled by the Volk
Leber Funeral

Home, of Teaneck. A celebration of
life will be held in May at a date to
be determined. 

DAVID J. 
KERR

David J. Kerr, 52, of Port St
Lucie, Fla., formerly of Tenafly and
Demarest, passed away Tuesday,
Jan. 31, 2017 after a lengthy hospi-
tal stay. Loving son of Mary Jane
Kerr of Port St Lucie, Fla. Prede-
ceased by his father, Robert Jr., sis-
ter, Kathleen Gardner Ray, and
brother, Richard, of California. A
sibling of Mr. Robert Kerr!s former
marriage. Survived by brothers
Robert of California and Jeffrey of

Washington State who were sons of
Mr. Kerr from former marriage.
David graduated from Northern Val-
ley High School in 1983. He was a
carpenter and worked in New York,
New Jersey and Florida. A celebra-
tion of life mass took place on Fri-
day, Feb. 17. Memorial gifts can be
made to Dogs and Cats Forever,
1762 Bayshore Blvd., Port St.
Lucie, FL 34984 in his memory.

HAROLD B. 
WARE, Jr.

Harold B. Ware, Jr., 74, of
Englewood, passed away on Friday
March 17, 2017. Harold B. Ware Jr.
was born March 4, 1943 to the proud
parents Edith and Harold Ware Sr. in
Englewood. He was the oldest of
five children. He graduated from
Dwight Morrow in 1961 where he

was known as A
Raider all the
way. After High
school, he served
in the United
States Air Force
for four years. He
was united in
holy matrimony
to Miley Ellis in

May of 1969. This union was
blessed with two children, Jeffrey
and Cherie. He was employed by the
Englewood Post Office in 1962, and
became Postmaster in 1986. As
postmaster, he received many hon-
ors from the United States Postal
Service. He retired from the post
office in 2005. Harold was a beloved

WILLIAM H. 
MOORE

William H. Moore, 92, of
Englewood, passed away on Sunday,

March 12, 2017.
God in His divine
wisdom called
William Henry
Moore home. Mr.
Moore, better
known as “Pud-
din,” was born in
Clinton, N.C. in
Sampson County,

to the late Willie James Moore and
Eva Oates on July 6, 1924. He was
the last surviving of seven children,
Louise Moore, Mary-Davis Brew-
ington, George Moore, Alfonzie
Moore, Clyde Moore, and Booker T.
Moore. On March 9, 1943, at age
eighteen, Mr. Moore enlisted in the
United States Army. He served our
country for two years in the infa-
mous World War II, where he toured
several countries. After the army, Mr.
Moore relocated to Englewood with
his family where he had his daugh-
ter, Ruth Wade Ervin on Jan. 4,
1951. In 1982, he met his longtime
companion, Dorothy Byrd. She
remained by his side until he was
called to glory. Together, they raised
Jarnell Byrd. During his years, he
worked custodial at Holy Name
Hospital, The American Legion,
Community Baptist Church and The
Boys and Girls Club of Haverstraw,
N.Y. Mr. Moore was a member of the
American Legion and Community
Baptist Church for as long as his
health allowed it. Puddin was known
throughout the community for his
sharp suits, Stacy Adams shoes, and
fedoras with little red feathers. He
was a kind and generous man, and
was always lending a helping hand.
Those left to cherish in his memory;
his daughter Ruth Wade Ervin, his
companion Dorothy Byrd, nine
grandchildren; Gina Frazier, Nichole
Ervin, Kim Ervin, Bryan Ervin, Ber-
nice Ervin, and Fran Ervin, fifteen
great-grandchildren, nine great
grandchildren, five nephews, six
nieces, and a host of family and
friends. Funeral services were held
on Monday, March 20, 2017 at Com-
munity Baptist Church in Engle-
wood.

YOLANDA 
JULCAPOMA

Yolanda Julcapoma (nee Pena),

coach of the Englewood Jr. Track
and Field team from 1985 until
2005. He touched the lives of many
Englewood youths not only on the
track but also off the track. Harold
entered the gates of heaven on
March 17, 2017. He was preceded in
death by his parents Edith and
Harold Ware Sr., and two brothers
Odie and Geoffrey Ware. He leaves
to cherish his memories with love:
his devoted wife Miley, two children
Jeffery and Cherie and their spouses
Yolanda and Jason; five grandchil-
dren: Shane, Jordan, Jayla, Jade and
Chloe; two sisters, Sharon Menter
and Marilyn Merriweather. He is
also survived by a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins and numerous
amounts of cherished friends. Ser-
vices were held on Friday, March
24, 2017 at Community Baptist
Church, 224 1st Street, Englewood.
In lieu of flowers, you may make
donations to Englewood Track and
Field Team, 124 Jane St., Engle-
wood, NJ.

FRANK M.
LUCIA Sr.

Frank M. Lucia Sr., of
Demarest (formerly of Union City
and Ortley Beach), passed away on
Tuesday, March 14, 2017 at the age
of 107. Loving husband of the late
Carmella (nee Dragona). Dear father
of Connie Vargo (John), Joseph
(MaryAnn), Frank Jr. (Patricia), and
the late Marie Schettino (Emile).
Brother of the late Mary, Josephine,

OBITUARIES
Anthony and George. Loving
grandpa of Dawn, Emile, Frank
III, Joni, Jennifer and Erica. Great
grandfather of Cory and Aron.
Frank worked for Curtis Wright
for 42 years, was a member of the
Knights of Columbus Palisade
Council #387 in Union City and a
member of St. Rocco!s R.C.
Church in Union City. He was
also involved in the ARC pro-
gram at the JCC in Tenafly.
Funeral Mass was held  at St.
Joseph!s R.C. Church, Demarest.
In lieu of flowers donations may
be made to St. Jude Children!s
Research Hospital P.O. Box
1000, Dept. 142 Memphis, TN
38101, or to the Kaplan JCC on
the Palisades (ARC program) 411
E. Clinton Ave. Tenafly, NJ
07670.  

ANNA M. 
VICARI

Anna M. Vicari (nee Iannac-
cone), 95, of Northvale, passed
away on Friday, March 17, 2017.
Beloved wife of the late Angelo.
Loving sister of Margaret Iannac-
cone, and the late Olympia Kee-
gan and Viola Hogan. Cherished
aunt of Edward Keegan, John and
Ida Hogan and Frances and Ron
Weston. Adored great-aunt of
Jesse, Ronnie, Samantha, Rachel,
John, Zachary, Ryan and Ava.
Anna owned and operated
Melody Haven, a record store in
Closter, for many years before
retiring to Florida

CLOSTER

Flutist to perform at guest artist shabbat
Temple Beth El of North-

ern Valley proudly welcomes
flutist Wendy Stern at its Guest
Artist Shabbat on Friday,
March 31 at 7:30 p.m. 

Stern is a member of the
dynamic and innovative group,
Flute Force, winner of the
Artists International Competi-
tion and recipient of numerous
grants from the National
Endowment for the Arts,
Chamber Music America, and
the New York Council of the
Arts. 

With Flute Force, Stern
has performed and coached
chamber music in Australia,
Canada and throughout the
United States.   

Stern is a sought-after
flutist in the New York area who
has performed in the flute sec-
tions of the New York Philhar-
monic, Orpheus Chamber
Orchestra, Orchestra of St.
Luke!s, and the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra. Stern!s
Broadway credits include
Rodgers and Hammerstein!s

“Cinderella,” “The Phantom of
the Opera,” “Mary Poppins,”
“Aida,” “Les Miserables,” “Into
the Woods,” “Jekyll and Hyde,!
and “The Secret Garden.”

Temple Beth El says it is
extremely fortunate to have the
opportunity to enjoy this very
special Guest Artist Shabbat.  

Temple Beth El is located
at 221 Schraalenburgh Road in
Closter. For further informa-
tion, visit Temple Beth El at
www.tbenv.org.

the need for advocacy services for
the Bergen County children. They
have advocated for over 640 chil-
dren to date.

How CASA works
“We are the eyes and the ears

of the court,” explains CASA volun-
teer Heather Diresta, who has a
degree in criminal justice.  Diresta
summarizes the process: “When we
get a case from the court, the
assigned CASA volunteer reads the
court case file and the child welfare

file. She/he then meets with the
child (at least monthly) and with all
the people involved in that child!s
life (e.g. biological parents, foster
parents, school personnel, child
welfare worker, doctors) to investi-
gate how the child is doing in his or
her placement, in school, physically
and mentally.  The advocate then
collects all of the information and
compiles it into an objective court
report, which includes recommen-
dations to address the child!s needs.
This report is distributed to the
judge and all of the legal parties.
The CASA volunteer also attends
court and speaks on behalf of the

child. Each case is unique, but the
process can take from several
months to several years.”

In Bergen County CASA, Mor-
ris currently works with 125 volun-
teers to serve over 200 children. The
volunteers are men and women and
from all walks of life, e.g., lawyers,
doctors, retired executives, stay-at-
home moms, teachers, nurses, and
ages range from 20s to 70s. Each
trained volunteer is assigned to one
of the four paid case supervisors on
staff who provide guidance and sup-
port to the volunteer throughout the
case.

CASA seeks volunteers
Bergen CASA is currently

seeking volunteers, age 21 or older,
for their upcoming spring class.
Applicants go through a rigorous
screening process, and if accepted,
they participate in a 30-hour pre-
service training, which is very inter-
active and involves teaching trainees
about family court and child welfare
practices and laws as well as how to
advocate for the children and work
with their families, foster parents,
service providers and school per-
sonnel. 

This month, Bergen County
CASA will be starting a “Flex

Training” program, which follows
National CASA curriculum, allow-
ing volunteers to do half of their
training online and half in person.
Pre-service trainings are offered
quarterly. 

Morris says, “Our main goal
is to help children achieve perma-
nency as soon as possible. To do
so, children need a voice, and we
are that voice.”  

If you are interested in becom-
ing a CASA volunteer, call (201)
336-7520 or email info@bergen-
casa.org. 

PHOTOS COURTESY CASA

ORGANIZATION LENDS A VOICE TO CHILDREN
FROM PAGE 30


